What can I tow with my truck?

GVWR – Determine the Gross Vehicle Weight Rating of your Tow Vehicle (TV) by looking at the manufacturer’s window sticker or look at the sticker on the door jam.  Alternatively, depending on state or province, your registration may also show the GVWR.  This is the total weight the truck is designed to carry on its four (or six) wheels.

GCWR – This is the Grand Total of TV GVWR PLUS trailer GVWR.  When towing the largest (heaviest) trailers, you can approach or exceed GCWR.

Towing capacities of your TV are usually stated in the Owner’s Manual or a manufacturer’s towing supplement.  Trailer Life Magazine has Towing Guides available on its website.   http://www.trailerlife.com/output.cfm?id=42175

PAYLOAD – Determine the Payload (empty weight) of your TV:  

· Payload for some TVs can be read from a door sticker.

· Weigh the TV, and subtract that amount from the GVWR.

PAYLOAD includes ALL the additional weight you ask a TV to carry above its empty weight not exceeding the GVWR.  It includes all fuel, passengers, pets, hitch, tools, firewood, generator, leveling blocks, toys, etc, PLUS 15-20% of the trailer GVWR.

PAYLOAD capacity and GVWR are usually exceeded before exceeding GCWR, although the largest trailers can challenge the TV GCWR.

In the event of a towing accident and vehicle capacities have been exceeded, insurance and registration issues may occur. 

